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7 2 labour d deduction of argurhietli 
while thoſe which xre directed to particular 
| ho were firm iti the faith, but n 
ö be ftrengthen'd by occafional „ coe 
7 fiſt chiefly of preceptive admonitions. Of this 
: it is obſervable, beate 


words, they are wonderfully copious iti 
and meaning. And I doubt much. if cherte i 

dla 25 
oi attention, than this before us. Ihe words _ - 1 3 
are addrefied to Timothy, who was newly als RET. 
led to che Epiſcopal - 3 
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— a Es, 
tion; and preſcribe the means, by which that 


zeal might be fruitful unto holineſs, They ſeem 


indeed to comprehend the whole that. is. requi- 

fite to the forming a fit miniſter of God's word. 

At leaſt I ſhall ſo underſtand them. Yet though 

I depart a little from the received interpretation, 

I mean not to offer a better; but only to prefer 

that ſenſe, which ſeems moſt pos: to the 

preſent ſtate of Chriſtianit ry. 

I' be text then, as ſuppoſed to contain the en- 
tire complement of miniſterial endowments, will 
| be- underſtood to give us this leſſon: as fear is 

; incompatible with the diſcharge of our truſt, ſo 
on the other fide there are neceſſary to it, the 
improvement of our, faculties, charity, and diſ- 


_ cretion. God hath not given us the ſpirit of fear; 


u of power, and of love, and of a. ſound mind. 


For as Chriſtianity is not a mere ſpeculation, 
5 "uy is founded in practice and habit, theſe words 


refer us to action; and recommend to us the a- 


dilities for it, the incentives to it, and that go- 
verning quality, to which it' muſt owe its regu. 

larity and ſucceſs.  _  _- 
By power then I would 14 bonified bs 
| weight and conſideration, which is procured by 


= 0 improved talents ; by /ove, the beneficent diſpo- 
Ns which pinto eee life noe arſe 
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gy; and inſtead of noxious or indifferent, makes 
them uſeful and amiable : by a ſound mind, mo- 
| deration and prudence ; without whoſe r ge 
the union of the others would be ineffectual. 
When theſe have been treated a 
N it will be conſidered of what kind that 
fear is, which is ranked in oppoſition to them; 
as obſtructing their operations. As to the word 
ſpirit, it is, in the Eaſtern uſe of it, ſo frequent= 
ly applied to all the good and all the evil quali- 
ties in man, that it needs not to be infiſted on. + . 
In following then this diſtribution of our ſub- 
ject, there will appear not only the propriety of 
ſuch qualifications in the Clerical character, but 
alſo their own mutual dependence and con¹e- 
| xion ; ſo that no one of them can be perfect in 
WH itſelf, when deſerted by the others. For how 
| ſhall knowledge be rated, if we take away from 
| it the views to publick utility, and the guidance 
ö of diſcretion? Or what ſhall we call charit7 
| without abilities, or prudence? + Or how ſhall * 
wie ſuppoſe prudence to ſubſiſt in a mind unin- 
ſtructed and unprincipled? Or what good ef- 
fects can be hoped from all of them combined, 
i if they are to be awed and laid aſleep by every 
ö apprehenſion of danger? But by taking a ſepa - 
N rate view of each, we ſhall underſtand more | 
; lea their uſes and relations. e 
i WY | K | 
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abilities for action, and theſe ariſing from the 


what avocations can he plead, to make it appear 


I has been ſaid before, that by power is meant 


improvement of our talents. This improvement 
will appear to be a duty, from the very frame of 
our nature. Man is left deſtitute of many con- 
veniences, with which brutes are furniſhed; that 


the want of them might engage him in the cul- 


tivation of his faculties : and moſt men indeed 


conform to this duty, ſo far as their mere neceſ- 


ties require. They aim at perfection in the track 
of their employment; they even advance far- 
| ther, for the ſake of loitering amuſement, or the 
little ambition of figuring in company. And if 
we confider the drudgery of moſt profeſſions, 


_ this mediocrity will be very pardonable : even on 


this ſtock they may be uſeful citizens. But will 
a miniſter of the Goſpel offer this excuſe ? or 


tolerable? Leiſure and opportunities can never 
be ſuppoſed wanting; and in proportion to theſe 
Will the account be, which is exacted of him. 
The Prophets and Apoſtles indeed had the 
bene of God by inſpiration. Though we 
may ſuppoſe, that on them too thoſe graces were, 


in ſome meaſure, conferred in reward of their 
natural endeavours. To us are left the faithful 
records of the Scripture; the underſtanding of 
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tained in that ſervice: and the moſt intenſe aps 
plication will not ſeem too much, to thoſe who 
eonſider What they profeſs; the conducting tho 
children of men to life eternal; and for this end, 
the being prepared to reclaim tlie diſſolute, 10 la- 
tisfy the ſeruples of weak brethren, and to give 
an anſwer to the gainſayer. In vrhich laſt vie 
it would be difficult to find times, that demand 
ed ſuch abilities, more than thdſe we live in- 
It is to be wiſhed indeed, that all the öden 
e the miniſtry could be filled with perſons ſo 


qualified. But it is in ſpeculation only, that per- 
fection is to be ſought; all that practice will ad- 


mit of, ir to come as near it as We can! and a 8 
little acquaintinee with mankind" will colin 


a-fegres. of it, as the condition of the world al- 
owa. Where the barve}tis: great, Tome Iobolbs; 
enn müſt be admitted, whoſe ſaffitiericy; mighs 

in ſome ſort be queſtioned.” But the acceſs to the 


higher ſtations ſhould be guarded with more vi- 
gilance. An Miterate Biſhop; in aj; ſõ e 
minent for learning, would be on of the firinge 
evils under tb H% mũ e —ᷣᷣ % u 
Hs no excuſed be admitted for ſuch an af 
front to Religion find (decency; fu we hope, none 

will ever e. 2 Fg 
W the | 


vs; that the Church muſt bo contented with ſuoki 


A Cinſecrationn Sirmin 
the honour of our Communion, that no Church 
can ſhew a ſucceſſion of Paſtors, who have la- 
bour d more earneſtly in the duties of their fun- 
Aion, the advancement of omen rages = 

| Work. 5 
| ate det chess ddr then, the advantages 
1 knowledge are ſo evident, and the invitations 
do it ſo alluring, that it is marvellous they are 
ece.qer withſtood, We owe our thanks to Provi- 
deence, that this has been made our buſineſs, in 
which men, to whom harder occupations are fal- 
len, ſeek their moſt agreeable refuge: that we 
are by this diſtinguiſhed from the croud, who are 
waſting the capacities which God has given 
them, in ſordid or vicious employments. We 
ſhould be conſcious, that if the dignity of pur- 
| faits is to be meaſured by their objects, this muſt 
have the preeminence of all. The immediate ob- 
ject of this is the happineſs of man: to which 
others indeed contribute; but they only furniſh 
the materials, to which this gives proportion and 
form. This purſuit never fails to repay our in- 
duſtry, both by the pleaſure which follows eve- 
ry ſtep, and the eſteem it procures from all a- 
round us. It is the great preſervative of Virtue; 
as it engages us in buſineſs, which lies out of the 
road of temptations : it will reſtrain that indecent 
_ eagerneſs in ſolliciting preferments; and on the 
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other fide prevent our ever mixing with the 
factious. For in men of ſuch a caſt, it is obſer- 
vable, that whatever merit they truſt to, it is 


very oppoſite to virtue and learning. We may 
fay indeed without dreading the imputation of 


on from year to year without any literary enqui- 
ries can ſcarcely be innocent. We live in times 
bkewiſe, in which learning is fo common, that 
although it muſt be always comely and reputa- 
ble, yet in the Clergy the having it is not ſo mo- 
ritorious, as the want of it is — ry 
them it is thought indiſpenſably neceſſary; from 

their whole education being that way directed, 
from the profeſſions which they daily make, and 
the tenure by which they enjoy all their emolu- 
ments. It is a heavy accufation: Te have tal 
away the keys of knowledge, and entered not uur 


ſelves, and thoſe that would have entered ye hinder- 


ed. For when learning is notoriouſly wanted, 
their order and their doctrine muſt fall into con- 
tempt; ne fr ee OE 


their flocks expoſed to every ſeducer. 


But for the authority which knowlbdge gies 
one fact may be ſufficient. We have ſeen the moſt 
obnoxious of the Popiſh orders, with nothing 
plauſible in-their favour but their reputation for 


_ laxrhing; and in ſpite of conſtant oppoſitions, 
14080 3 B main- 


20 . Confetration Sermon 
maintain their conſpiracy againſt the rights of 
mankind. Much therefore may be expected from 
applying to laudable deſigns the fame influence, 
which could give ſucceſs to the moſt odious and 
execrable. The fault is rather, that men are diſ- 
poſed to think too favourably of knowledge in 
every kind; as well what is merely curious and 
perhaps of evil tendency, as of that which is 
actuated by benevolence. When we reflect 
then on the numbers of men in all ages, who 
with the nobleſt and moſt improved talents ſeen 
to have been born to be the plagues of ſociety, 
we ſhall judge who nn Kinks Ta to be Ve- 
ry:expedient./ . 14 
To Charity beko we are Jong directed: 
The word in the text is /ave : which, though it 
might be referr d to God, I confine to the love 
of our neighbour; becauſe this is in Scripture 
ſaid to be expreſſive of the other, and becauſe it 
comes more immediately under human obſerva- 
tion. As this then is the leading ingredient in 
our notion of a Chriſtian, and cannot be ſepara- 
ted from it, without deſacing the whole, it will 
appear to be more neceſſary in the Clergy, than 
learned attainments: inaſmuch as the being a 


Chriſtian ſhould be prior to the being a preacher 
of Chriſtianity. Beſides that learning without 
mee inſtrument of miſchief 

: But 


„ . . C99. ©... 


LEM » 
* 


0 
. 


DO * ww —_— wa ”— " 


1 Preached at La be Chapel. 11 
But Charity unaſſiſted, though not equal to any 


great purpoſes, may yet be ene and N as 


* f 


to intentions be always innocent. 
For underſtanding the uſes of this virtue no 
more is neceſſary, than to conſider what are its 
oppoſites. They will appear to be the malevolent 
affections of every kind; all that tend to vio- 


lence, injuſtice, and diſorder : and from the 


ſlighteſt view of them it will be allow'd, that 
without the commerce of good offices the dura- 
tion of any ſociety muſt be very ſhort. It is 
therefore provided by the wiſdom of our Crea- 
tor, that thoſe, who have not this end in view, 
ſhould ſtill act towards it by the inſtinct of their 
natures; but the misfortune is, that being com- 
pounded of various affections, the generality of 
men will be carried, as they happen to be driven, 
ſometimes under the influence of the good and 
generous, and ſometimes of the vicious and hurt- 
ful: the ſenſual too and ſelfiſh, which are con- 
ſtantly active, being chiefly on the fide of the 
latter, they muſt generally prevail, unleſs a ſenſe 

of duty be oppoſed to them, and be kept _— 
wiſe equally vigilant, and active. 
- The virtue therefore doth not conſiſt in obeys 
ing the ſudden impulſes of our humane affec- 
tions; which are occaſionally exerted in the moſt 
Ks, cnn natures; but in a regulated and uniform 
B 2 courſe 


courſe of beneſioence. This is what our Saviour 
enforces ſo much oftner than the other duties; 
a mot tending-$9-the ad of man, amd net 
comprehenſive of any. For the virtues, which 
ſeem fartheſt removed from it, have a founda- 
tion in Charity. We are told alſo, it ſhould be 
unbounded in its aim and action; not confined 
to perſons, parties, or nations, but imitating, as 
far as it is able, the goodneſs of God, which is 
ſo liberally diffuſed throughout his works. 
From this univerſality of it an objection has been 
' raiſed to the internal evidence of Chriſtianity; in 
which it is wonderful its moſt confident adverſa- 
ties ſhould think they found an aſſailable part: but 
it has been objected, that it was deficient in not 
recommending the love of our country, and pri- 
vate friendſhip. As if the principle of beneſi- 
cence was meant to be uſed indiſoriminately; 
and had not been given to moral agents, who 
have rational faculties to direct its application, 


and diſtribute it in the propottions, which our 


ſeveral relations demand. Reaſon too is here ſe- 
conded by the bent of our affections; which na- 
turally attach themſelves to thoſe things, with 
which they are moſt converſant. The endear- 
ments of ſociety are powerful enough to pro- 
duce theſe effects: which properly indeed flow 
from the paſſions. Such attachments will be al- 
ways 
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ways prevalent in well-natured diſpoſitions; - ſo 

that it is difficult to avoid partialities even to 
things inanimate, The danger is rather of ſelf- 
love's continually narrowing the circles of duty, 


than of their being too much enlarged. We 


might mention alſo the time of the Goſpel's pro- 
mulgation ; when the power of the earth was 
engroſſed by two great empires: ſo that if laws 
and conſtitution are conſidered as the objects of 
love, the nations had little left, that they could 
call Country; and in the Jewiſh converts the ex- 
cluſive principle was already too. ſtrong to need 
encouragement. If national intereſts and cauſes 
had been ſet up, the heathen powers would have 


had more colourable excuſes for perſecution, than 


they ever found, But this argument muſt not 
now be purſued. It is enough to fay, that Cha- 
rity operates, as well in the domeſtick, as the 


moſt extended connections, and ſtrengthens the 
exertion of every ſocial and manly principle. 


There is moreover ſcarce any virtue ſo conſpi- 
euous as this, or ſo capable of being aſcertained. 


We have not ſuch frequent opportunities of ex- 
erciſing the others, or giving a proof of their 
reality: but for this occaſions. are conſtantly of- 


tering ; and in determining the exiſtence of the 


Virtue almoſt every act is decifive. As this then 


EF its nature too is 
better 
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eee Men therefore uſe it as a cri- 
terion of the reſt: and a very fair concluſion they 
make; that, where this is defective, there can 
ae but very ſcanty portions of any other. 

; Hence it is, that the influence of it, eſpecially 
in im perſons of higher ſtations, is very remarkable. 


It always begets and cheriſhes the like diſpoſition 


in thoſe about them. For as it ſhows itſelf by 


ſingle acts, which may be called the objects of 


ſenſe, it ſtrikes forcibly on minds, which would 
have been little affected by the beſt arguments: 
their good affections are ſtirred in them; and 


they are led to the ſame courſe, which their un- 
derſtandings would have pointed out, had * d 


been open to inſtruction. 

x CN mantis fark: indi 
ed, than by recalling to your memory thoſe two 
moſt excellent Prelates, who are now with God, 


| | and whoſe loſs to the Church is meant to be re- 


paired by this day's ſolemnity. The mention of 
whom will ſuggeſt to us the many laudable un- 
.dertakings, which found patronage and ſupport 
in their examples, and the general good teſti- 
mony which is given to their virtues, even by 


thoſe, who are known to be very ſparing in their 


commendations of Churchmen. This I: would 
attribute to that candour and benevolence, which 
en every action of their lives. If thoſe 
| had 
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Preached: at .Lambeth-Chapel. 1f 
had been leſs conſpicuous, their learning, piety, 
and other eminent qualities might have paſt un- 
noticed, or uncommended. It was Charity, which | 
threw the light on their other virtues, and 
brought into view their ngen un in 8 
true colours and proportions. 

We can hardly ſuppoſe indeed — any TY 
ſter of the Goſpel is void of this virtue; but cer- 
tain it is, that the reputation of it will be very 
uſeful to him: it diſpoſes men's minds to a more 
patient hearing, and gives every admonition and 
reproof an eaſier introduction: for nothing works 
ſo powerfully towards perſuaſion; as a belief, that 
the ſpeaker is in earneſt, and means kindly: but 
where the intention is ſuſpected, whatever is 
ſaid, will be called pride, ill humour, or at beſt 
the-coftomary cant of the profeſſion. 

There are likewiſe very oorifidurable: motives 

to the practice of this virtue in the pleaſure 
which attends it: And we! ought to adore the 
goodneſs of God, who hath ſo framed our na- 
tures, as to leave in every man's poſſeſſion ſuch 
a ſource of ſatisfaction: for the pleaſure, which 
follows an act of beneficence, is as real, as what 
ariſes from our own advantages; and certainly is 
more laſting. We cannot ſuppoſe, in the moſt 
flowing courſe of proſperity, ſuch a ſucceſſion of 
der to ourſelves, as will afford . | 
YU | Fam ann tions. 


tions. The condition of human affairs doth not 
allow it; nor are our own: natures equal to it: 
after a little uſe we ate cloyed and ſurfeited. But 
of the pleaſures which reſult from Charity, as 
the fund is inexhauſtible, ſo the eee 
dance can never produce any diſreliſh. 5 
The benevolent man has r 
55 that thei mene endeivour to de good will always 
enſure the gratification: beſides, that his temper 
of mind, unleſs obſtructed by ſomething quite 
conſtitutional, is neceſſarily accompanied with 
chearfulneſs and tranquillity, Such a ſtate is the 
perfection of human felicity. In what ſervice 
therefore can Charity be more worthily employ- 
ad, than in giving the ſame diſpoſition to our 
fellow creatures: by bringing them to a reliſh of 
_ thoſe pure enjoyments, which are found only in 
the innocency of life, and the ſervice of our 
Creator; by convincing them, that although they 
are ſo unwearied in the purſuit of pleaſures, they 
ate purchafing, at the deareſt rate, remorſe and 
diſeaſes, bitterneſs and anguiſh, Who: is thete, 
that has not obſerved in thoſe men a lamentable 
dejection of ſpirits; gage co Pe 
| ch to be found ? | n 
But that theſe endeavours nay * wk 
with ſucceſs, another qualification” is requiſite; 
that of 4 ſound mind. I 
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obſervance of ceremonies, to an inactive faith, 
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By a ſound mind I underſtand Moderation or 
Prudence: which, though not exactly the . 

are yet ſo nearly related, that thoſe, who pro- 
feſs treating of them as diſtinct, ſeem fegümu⸗ 
to have confounded them, from the likeneſs of 
their features. Neither of them indeed can ſubs 
ſiſt without the other. Prudence is ſaid to pre- 


ſide over and direct the other virtues; Modera- 
tion, to contain them: as being the oppoſite to 


exceſs, by which vice is conſtituted Modera- 
tion conſiſts too in having the appetites in due 
ſubjection; to which ſubjection they are brought 
by Prudence. I may therefore, without any great 
inaccuracy, uſe them as ſignifying the ſame . 
thing; the diſcreet ordering. of our words and 
actions. 225 

It is evident, that this virtue * bs eg 
ſary in all ſtations; and particularly in thoſe, 
which are ſo conſpicuous, as to expoſe every ac- _ 


tion to examination and cenſure. It might be ap- 


plied alſo to doctrines : ſince from a partial at- 


tachment to favourite points, an undue weight 


has been given to ſome religious duties; to an 


to a mental converſe with God, and an indolent 


contemplation of his eſſence; and ſome others: 
in each of which the whole of Religion has at 
times been made to conſiſt. But theſe enqui- 
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ries ; would lead us too far from mne 
poſed. | 

It being endleſs then to conifer all the caſes, 
to which this virtue might be applied, it ſhall 
be treated only as relative to a miſguided zeal, 
and the infirmities of temper. From hence aroſe 
the diſtractions of the Church in the early ages 
of Chriſtianity: and it is to be wiſhed, that from 
theſe only our examples could be be taken. But 
there have been times not ſo far removed from 
our own, in which violence againſt all who diſ- 
| ſented was contidered as the teſtimony of a Chriſ- 
tian zeal: by which the beſt-intentioned- men 
were led to produce greater miſchiefs, than could 
have been effected by the worſt inclinations; 
with a more regulated temper. It may be faid 
for them indeed, that the times were angry and 
violent ; and the very conſciouſneſs of their own 
integrity made them more impatient under the 
_ croſſes and provocations, which they met with: 
| Offence has been given alſo, by a notion which 
was ſometimes favoured, that Eccleſiaſtic as well 
as civil ſocieties were upheld by the opinion of 
their temporal power ; and ſhould therefore aim 
at the poſſeſſion of that, which in truth ought 
only to be borrowed. For that ſurely is not thelr 
natural ſupport ; however plauſibly it may be 
| 0 from the view of things_in their 
. — 


ſhalt not: hate thy brother in thine heart ; thou ſhalt 
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deptaved ſtate. This has at various times given 
riſe to ſuſpicions, and conſequently to averſions. 
And though the charge was never founded on 
any thing more than ſlight appearances, yet even 
theſe were blameable : and it is to be expected, 
nay hoped: indeed, that our countrymen will al 
= ſhew. their uſual ſpirit, in reſenting them. 
Had the firſt approaches towards power and 


.. riches: been checked in the Church of Rome, 


they never could have reduced Religion to a 


mere Political ſyſtem. But this caution is not 


now neceflary : it muſt at theſe times ſeem very 
ſtrange even to ſuppoſe a caſe, that required it. 
The attack has long been changed; and it is well, 
NE 
pend from daily depredations. , 

We may likewiſe receive from this virtue forte | 
leſſons for the method: of inſtructing and repro- 
ving. The ſubject indeed is too nice to admit of 
preciſe rules: but ſo much may be ſaid; that, 
as the end propoſed is conviction, every thi 


which hinders that, ſhould be avoided. The 


direction in the Levitical "law is this: b 


in any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, and not ſuffer 


fin upon him. The command of rebuking follows 


that of not hating. We might add too; thou 
ſhalt not 2 to u thy brother. What muſt 
C 2 | thoſe, 
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thoſe, to whom we profeſs meaning well, think 
of ſourneſs, anger, and animoſities? They will ne- 
ver be perſuaded, that love can. aſſociate with 
ſuch unſuitable companions. | 

As ſuch then are the conſequences of ill-go- 
verned paſſions, it muſt appear, that ſome expe- 


rience of the world, ſome knowledge of man- 


| Kind, is particularly requiſite in thoſe, to whom 


the government of the Church is committed. | 


The affairs of the world are inſeparably mixed 
with our religious concerns. There is, - beſides a 


Ayſtem of doctrines, an external diſcipline, a ſo- 


ciety to be ſupported; a civil character, and an 
intereſt in the publick welfare. And a reproach, 
which an error of judgement in their civil capa- 
city might produce, will be eaſily . to 
their ſpiritual. 

This conſideration i much fm ths 
weight of a common objection ; that many men 
of moſt eminent piety and learning -are ſuffered 
to remain in the lower ſtations of the miniſtry. 
For beſides that this in the courſe of things is 
unavoidable, they may not always be the beſt 


qualified for active employments ; they may not 


be (in the words of the Apoſtle) thoſe who by 
reaſon of uſe have cher ſenſes Py" to hens 
ann, r 
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Il we apply this virtue to the conduct of com- 
mon life, it will be obvious, that ſervility and 


arrogance, parcimony and oſtentatious expence, 
are equally departures from it. The ſame is true 


of levity and moroſeneſs, raſnneſs and negligence; 


a weak facility of temper, and a ſtubborn ſeve- 
rity. But we cannot enter into theſe details. It is 
enough to ſay; that Moderation only can give 
us that propriety of character, in which the 
beauty and comelineſs of a religious life con- 
ſiſts: that it is this chiefly, which in the eyes 
of men makes the garment of holineſs honourable. 
We cannot therefore be too much guarded a- 
gainſt the minuteſt indiſcretions; as we muſt 


know, by how little things popular eſtimation 


is governed: we muſt know, that, for the fake 
of jeſt and raillery only, reports to our diſadvan- 
tage are favourably heard ; and that the imper- 
fections of a ſingle e are not chought 
to be compenſated by the purity of many. 

We have now taken a view of theſe three 


qualifications ; Abilities, Charity, and - Diſere- 


tion : to which if we add Courage, nothing more 
can be requifite for the filling any Ration with 
ſufficiency. And it will appear on a little re- 


flexion, that theſe are the cardinal virtues,” 5 
Es e Es 0 5! 
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Nothing 


30 8 4 Cinfeeration Wale 


— Nothity remains, but to . hl the 
Apoſtle has r in e ee * * one 
o fear. Co CLRITIIIO 

The properti's of fear are, nok enki to uh 
a action, but, where it is exceſſive, to 
diſqualify us for it; by diſabling our faculties. 
And it neceſſarily betrays us into mean compli- 
ances, and every kind of baſeneſs. With regard 
to its conſequences therefore it is properly ranked 
among the vices. Hence it is, that the love of 

life, the moſt natural and juſtifiable of all our 

2 __ in ne e be en- 
e 

But this et of Fear viookdibe better fe 
W thoſe times, in which the being a preacher 
of the Goſpel meant the ſame; as the being pre- 
pared for tortures and death. We have not now 
any ſuch trials, though, if it ſhould pleaſe God 
to call us to them, we truſt, there would not 
be wanting among us, in the moſt perilous ſea- 
Jons; many ante, of a good confeſſion. 
But if ve are poſſeſſed with fear, it muſt he 
of another kind; a fear of offending Patrons, a 
fear of loſing: the lucrative ſtations. I do not 
fay, honourable ſtations; as not ſuppoſing ſo de- 
licate a ſenſe, as that of honour, can remain un- 


der ſuch a depravity. In a Clergyman at leaſt it 
cannot be conſiſtent with a revolt from duty and 
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and unbecoming in itſelf, ſo it well agrees with 
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conſcience. The love of fame is very allowable; - 
45 a cordial to ſupport us through our weari- 
ſome pilgrimage: and though we ought to have 
nobler motives, this indulgence may be given to 
the weakneſs of our nature. But thoſe men can 
have no ſuch feelings; or they would not ſacri- 
fice reputation alſo to any dignity, that ſtation 


can give. If power is ever fo attained, we muſt 


expect the exerciſe of it will be conformable to 
the acquiſition. Of ſuch it is ſaid; that their glory 
is in their ſhame. I confine the offence therefore 
to the love of riches, either for the ſake of them- 
ſelves, or an _ ſenſual gratifientions; which wo 
afford. 

 Timidity 3 e an unreaſonable * 
henſion of pain and danger, (which are avoided; 
as deſtructive to our nature,) has this excuſe; 
that although it ought to be overruled by a ſenſe 
of duty, the paſſion ſtill is certainly involuntary: 
it is therefore leſs culpable than intemperance ; 
which is an inordinate purſuit of pleaſure, and and 
proceeds from the will. But the cowardice, of 
which we are ſpeaking, with all the meanneſs 
of the one, has the guilt likewiſe of the other. 
It hath no plea in its favour. It is a wilfull de- 
ſertion of the ſtation, in which the Captain of = 
our. Sakvation hath placed us. And as it is baſe 
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par the defire of riches ; n 


tite, of all others, the narrow and illiberal mind 
is moſt denoted. - 
We are told by Solomon; the fear of ana i 


4 ſnare. We are cautioned likewiſe againſt the 


deceitfulneſs of fin ; left we be hardned by it. The 


application of theſe words will appear very per- 


tinent, if we conſider, that although there may 


be no determined purpoſe of bartering away our 


duties, yet the love of riches being once encou- 
raged, no one knows, how far his affections and 


judgment may be ſwayed by it. And as no paſ- 


ſion is ſo inſinuating, none ſo ſurely deſtroys the 
liberty of action; which, of mere earthly acqui- 
ſitions, is the only one worth a wiſe man's at- 
tention. 

lt muſt be allowed at the ſame time, that the 
Goſpel- miniſter has many and great diſcourage- 
ments. But it is equally true, that they all ariſe 
from the ſtate of Religion among us. When the 
altar of God is inſulted, the Prieſts muſt expect 


to be ſharers in its fortune. What are called diſ- 


couragements therefore, ſhould in truth be con- 


ſidered as ſo many incentives to duty. There 
was never, I believe, in any age, a more avow- 
ed profligacy, in principles and practice ; never 


a more abominable proſtitution in both ſexes, 


not only of the Chriſtian character, but of every 
| thing 


will end i in, God only knows : 
ee; D Us, 
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thing that is decent and reſpectable. And was it 
only a matter of mere human policy, it behoves 
all ranks of men to concur in the ſuppreſſion of 

ſo alarming a wickedneſs. We may wonder tru- 
ly, that this is not more attended to; in an age 
which is ſo fond of ſpeculations, on ſubjects that 


are far-leſs intereſting. But the caſe is; men's 
private vices find a freer courſe, from the coun- 
tenance and conſent of the multitudde. 
There is one maxim, in which the greateſt 
maſters of Political ſcience are all agreed; that 
the ordinary commotions in ſtates will do little 
harm, where the morals of the people are not 
corrupted ; and where they are, that the beſt- 
deviſed laws will do no ſervice. It has been 
likewiſe agreed ; that men. can never be brought 


to the knowledge of juſtice, unleſs firſt brought 


to the knowledge of God: and that as far as the 
influence of Religion 1s deſtroyed in a govern- | 


ment, ſo much is taken from its perfection; ; . 


of courſe, from its permanency. 
But in our more intelligent times, the received 


maxims ſeem to be; that however men's paſ- | 


ſions may be broke looſe from the reſtrains of 
conſcience, the publick has nothing to fear: that 
government is not affected by morals,” or morals 
by opinions. What theſe dangerous ſymptoms 


but it behoves 
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us, who are the watchmen of Iſrael, to deliver 

our own Souls; that if the wicked man dies in his 

mniquity, his blood be not required at our hands. 
The moſt righteous among us muſt confeſs, that 

-without ſo heavy an addition, our eee are 


more than we can bear. 92 
There are not wanting however ſome conſi- 


derations, vrhich may ſtrengthen us in the diſ- 
charge of our miniſtry. We are aſſured of the 
Royal protection and aſſiſtance. In the higher 
ſtations of the Church are many perſons of moſt 
diſtinguiſhed learning and virtue. The jealouſies 
of the Clergy's power are now at an end. The 
violence of our Sectaries is much abated: and 
we have not anywhere to encounter much zeal 
for contrary opinions. The complaint is rather 
of a general diffipation, and a careleſs enjoyment 
of the good things of this world. It may be 
| hoped therefore, that with theſe encouragements, 
the good work will be carried on, which, though 
we wanted ſuch, would ſtill be our duty. 
I mean not to be a reprover, or an advi- 
ſer. The aſſuming ſach a character in this aſ- 
ſembly would ill become ſo mean a ſervant of 
Chriſt's houſhold. But to the inferior part of my 
audience I may confidently recommend St. Paul's 
account of miniſterial endowments; that they | _ 
8 __ meaſure. 6 55 it the fitneſs of their ſpiritual | | 
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leaders 
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leaders, . the wiſdom. of our gracious 


er 
15 Sovereign. 
0 It remains only, that we as up our pray- 
at ers, that what is done this day may be for the 
re glory of God, and the welfare of this Church and 
nation; and that grace and peace may be multi- 
i- W phed among us, through the knowledge f God, and 
i. 9 Jeſus, our Lord. | 


er To aon with the Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed, as is 
"ſt n due, all bonour, era majeſty, and * 
es v and ever. 
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